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UAE IN PRACTICE / FREE PRACTICAL GUIDE

Dubai to Abu Dhabi by Bus
Choose the right intercity route. Understand the two fare systems. Plan the final stop.

ONE JOURNEY, TWO TRANSPORT SYSTEMS

START

Dubai location

INTERCITY

RTA E100/E101

ARRIVE

Abu Dhabi station

CONNECT

Hafilat or taxi

FINISH

Actual destination

Illustrative planning sequence; confirm exact routes and services before travel.

A bus from Dubai to Abu Dhabi sounds straightforward: find the departure station, get on, and
arrive. But a useful plan needs two different answers. How will you travel between the
emirates? And how will you reach your actual destination after you arrive? The first journey
is served by Dubai’s Roads and Transport Authority (RTA). If you continue on an ordinary Abu Dhabi
public bus, a different operator and fare card are involved.

This guide takes you through that handoff without assuming you have a UAE residence card, a local
bank account, or an unlimited amount of energy for walking with luggage. You can follow it even if
you decide to use a taxi for the final stretch.

Before planning a discretionary journey: At this guide’s editorial recheck on 23 October 2026,
the Government of Canada’s travel advice for the United Arab Emirates advised avoiding
non-essential travel because of the volatile regional security situation. Official advisories can
change; consult the advice issued by your own government, transport operators, and accommodation
providers before booking or setting out. The steps below explain transport systems; they do not
certify that a trip is safe, operating normally, or advisable today. [1]

1. Start with the last address, not with the bus number
Write down your actual Abu Dhabi destination: the hotel address, office entrance, museum, friend’s
building, or departure terminal. “Abu Dhabi” is not a sufficiently precise final stop. A bus may deliver
you to the central bus station while your accommodation or attraction is elsewhere.

Then answer three questions:

• Will you arrive with a suitcase or with a small day bag?

• Is the destination reasonably reachable by public bus from the intercity arrival station on the day
and at the hour you need, or would a taxi or different plan suit you better?

• Are you returning to Dubai the same day, and if so, have you verified a realistic return departure
and the last connecting journey in Dubai?
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Keep the address as text rather than just a pinned icon. Include a contact number for the destination
and a copy of your accommodation confirmation or appointment if applicable. An offline saved
address is more useful than a map that stops working when data coverage or authentication fails.

2. Two intercity routes are a practical starting point—not
interchangeable departures
At the time of this editorial check, RTA’s official intercity ticketing page named two Dubai–Abu Dhabi
routes: E100, Al Ghubaiba ↔ Abu Dhabi Bus Station, and E101, Ibn Battuta ↔ Abu Dhabi
Bus Station. Its current timetable page also listed E100 and E101 among operating intercity routes.
[2][3]

That gives you two genuine departure choices in Dubai:

You are starting near… Route to
investigate

Dubai boarding point to
verify

Intercity arrival shown
by RTA

Old Dubai / a convenient
connection to Al Ghubaiba

E100 Al Ghubaiba Bus Station Abu Dhabi Bus Station

Dubai’s southern / Ibn
Battuta side, or a practical
metro connection there

E101 Ibn Battuta Bus Station Abu Dhabi Bus Station

Do not choose by route number alone. Find your Dubai starting location and calculate the time
and effort of reaching each departure station. A route with a theoretically shorter road leg can be
worse for you if it requires a long first connection. Conversely, if your hotel is near one terminal, that
may matter more than a minor timetable difference.

Important date-sensitive caution: RTA has temporarily suspended E100 during certain 2026
holidays and directed passengers to E101 instead. This is evidence that a named route should not
be treated as a guaranteed service on every particular date; it is not a claim that E100 is currently
suspended. Check the official RTA journey planner or S’hail and any special service notices for your
exact day. [4]

You may encounter E102 in older route lists and in 2026 special-holiday service notices,
sometimes with different Dubai origins or Abu Dhabi-area endpoints. Its appearances in RTA
announcements have varied by date; for example, the March 2026 holiday notice listed a temporary
Al Jafiliya–Musaffah route. This article does not recommend E102 as a present-day replacement
unless your current official journey result specifically verifies its boarding point, destination and
operation. [3][4]
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3. Choose the correct payment path before you reach the
queue
Dubai’s public transport system uses nol, while RTA separately advertises an intercity eTicket
purchase path for E100 and E101. The official promotional page describes choosing a date and time
and securing a seat online. That means you should check the current purchase choices instead of
assuming the only possible method is topping up a card—or, just as mistakenly, that every intercity
service permits the same online reservation. [5][6]

A practical method is:

1. Look up the exact E100 or E101 journey on the official RTA timetable/journey tool for your travel
day. Confirm the boarding station, direction and final stop.

2. On RTA’s intercity ticketing page, check whether the exact departure you intend to use is available
for eTicket purchase. If so, read the ticket’s stated rules, identity requirements, timing and
refund/change terms before paying.

3. If you intend to use nol or buy at a station, verify accepted payment options and required balance
for that intercity journey on the current official RTA channel or with station staff. Dubai’s
standard local bus or metro fare is not a reliable substitute for an intercity fare quote.

4. Keep the booking reference/ticket in an accessible form. If the ticket is tied to a particular time or
passenger, do not assume an earlier or later bus will honor it.

5. Leave enough time for entering the station, identifying the right boarding queue, and asking for
help if the display or destination wording is unfamiliar.

Do not infer that a regular Dubai daily or monthly transport pass includes the intercity trip. RTA
explicitly excludes across-city buses from ordinary nol travel pass products. [7]

For an accessible journey or bulky luggage, contact RTA in advance about the specific service rather
than inferring accessibility, luggage acceptance or storage facilities from photographs of a bus. Your
practical route also includes the stations and last-mile connections, not just the coach vehicle.

4. Your intercity ticket is not your Abu Dhabi local-bus ticket

DO NOT MIX UP THE FARE SYSTEMS

DUBAI RTA
nol / eligible intercity eTicket
Bus across emirates

ABU DHABI MOBILITY
Hafilat
Local public buses

Here is the distinction that prevents a frustrating arrival:

Dubai RTA / nol or an eligible RTA intercity eTicket handles the journey you have arranged
from Dubai to Abu Dhabi. Abu Dhabi Mobility / Hafilat is the fare system for ordinary public buses
within Abu Dhabi Emirate. [2][8]

The Hafilat anonymous card is designed for straightforward purchase without preliminary
eligibility documents according to Abu Dhabi Mobility’s current card page, which lists vending
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machines and other purchase locations. A personalized card has a different application and
identity-document process. Do not assume a visiting tourist must obtain a personalized
Hafilat card or an Emirates ID merely to ride an ordinary local bus. [8][9]

For Abu Dhabi local bus travel, Abu Dhabi Mobility directs riders to tap the Hafilat card when
boarding and again when alighting. It warns that failing to tap out can cause a higher
automated charge on subsequent use. [10]

That gives you this arrival sequence:

Intercity coach arrival → confirm the station and onward bus stop → obtain/confirm the
correct Hafilat card and balance if using local buses → consult the current route planner
→ board, tap in, alight, tap out → walk or make the agreed final connection to your
destination.

You may instead use a licensed taxi or another verified service for the last leg. This can be a good
decision if you have heavy luggage, limited time, or an awkward onward route; it is not a failure to
use public transport.

A detail worth checking instead of guessing
Official Abu Dhabi Mobility pages display inconsistent validity and recharge information for
some Hafilat card products across older and newer pages. Do not make a purchase solely on a
quoted validity period copied from an undated third-party guide. Confirm the specific card, balance
and pass terms in the current official channel, at the terminal or with customer service. [8][11]

5. A worked example: a visitor heading to a downtown Abu
Dhabi hotel
This is an illustrative scenario, not a timed itinerary or a verified hotel booking.

A traveler is staying in Dubai and wants to spend two nights in a hotel in central Abu Dhabi. The
traveler has one suitcase and no UAE residence card.

The incomplete plan: “Take the E101 to Abu Dhabi.”

The usable plan:

Step A — Decide the Dubai departure station. Check the location of the Dubai hotel. If a
convenient Dubai metro/bus connection leads to Ibn Battuta Bus Station, compare E101 with the
E100 option via Al Ghubaiba. Use real travel-day departures and include time to reach the station,
not only the coach duration.

Step B — Confirm the intercity fare and ticket. Check RTA’s current journey and eTicket
arrangements for the selected route. Save proof of the ticket or verify the correct accepted method
at the station. Do not assume an ordinary urban daily pass covers this journey.

Step C — Identify the bus arrival station. Do not use “Abu Dhabi downtown” as a substitute for
the named intercity terminus. Save the official terminal name and your hotel’s street address
separately.

Step D — Check the last leg before departure. In an Abu Dhabi Mobility-recommended planner
such as Darbi or an official itinerary channel, look up the bus leg from the actual arrival station to
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the hotel area. Check service on the arrival day, the walking segment, and whether a second local
connection is required. If using a local bus, plan how to obtain the appropriate Hafilat card. [12]

Step E — Pick a realistic alternative. If the final walk with a suitcase is long, the onward bus is
infrequent, or the arrival is late, compare a licensed taxi from the intercity station. Save the address
text for the driver. If you are arranging pickup through the hotel, confirm the designated pickup
point and how the driver will identify you.

Step F — Do not forget the second day or the return. If returning to Dubai, recheck the
journey for the planned return day: the Abu Dhabi boarding station, intercity service, connection in
Dubai, and whether the booked ticket is time-specific.

A plan is complete when it covers your actual door-to-door journey, not when it names a bus.

6. Three common situations and the better question to ask

You are traveling with a child or someone who cannot walk far
Instead of searching only for the cheapest bus, ask: “What is the walking and waiting requirement at
each stage?” A journey could involve reaching the Dubai station, boarding, waiting at the Abu Dhabi
station, buying a local card, riding another bus and walking from the last stop. Check accessible
boarding, station facilities and any concessions with the operator; eligibility and required documents
are not interchangeable with ordinary visitor card rules. Build in breaks and a straightforward
alternative for the last segment.

Your destination is an attraction rather than central Abu Dhabi
A museum, beach or attraction is not necessarily beside the intercity bus station. Find its exact
entrance and published opening hours, then ask whether the local bus actually stops near that
entrance on your intended day. Pay particular attention to the last departure from the attraction
area. If you only have one day, compare the time you would spend traveling with the time you
actually want inside the place.

You are arriving late or returning the same day
The question is not merely “Is there an intercity bus?” It is: “Will my specific onward and return
connections still work?” An attractive outbound departure may leave you with no practical
connection back to your Dubai hotel. Verify both legs, not just the way out. Consider an overnight
stay, an earlier visit or a different destination if the verified timetable does not support your plan.

7. What to do if the plan fails en route
The bus route does not appear for your date. Check whether RTA has published a
special-operations notice or alternate route; do not assume older timetables are valid. If travel is not
essential and the relevant government advisory advises against it, postponement may be the right
choice.

Your online ticket cannot be retrieved. Use the RTA channel associated with that booking or
authorized station help. Have the reference available. Avoid paying a stranger for an unofficial
“replacement” before checking the booking status.



UAE IN PRACTICE  |  UAE TRANSPORT MADE CLEAR 6

Your Dubai card does not work on the local Abu Dhabi bus. This is a systems difference, not
necessarily a broken card. Ask where you can obtain a Hafilat card appropriate for your use, verify
accepted payment, and consider a licensed taxi if the onward bus is not workable.

Your data connection fails. Use the saved written address and booking evidence; seek help at a
staffed, official counter where available. Never provide one-time passwords or payment-card
authentication codes to an unsolicited helper.

You are too tired for the last connection. Change the last leg rather than forcing an overlong
walk with bags or continuing into a service you have not verified. Paying for a shorter, simpler final
leg can preserve the day.

8. The five-minute departure check
Before you leave, you should be able to fill in all these lines:

Question Your answer

Is this trip currently advisable under the travel
advice relevant to me?

__________

My exact Dubai boarding station, route and
departure time

__________

My verified intercity ticket/payment method and
reference

__________

My named Abu Dhabi arrival station __________

My final destination address and arrival connection __________

Hafilat needed? Where will I obtain it and how will I
pay?

__________

My return plan or overnight accommodation __________

Operator/host contact and offline backup __________

You do not need to use every possible mode of transport. You do need to know where the first bus
ends, where your real journey ends, and what connects them. With those decisions made in
advance, a trip between the emirates becomes much easier to reason about—even if you ultimately
decide to change the date or use a different route.
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Official sources and checks
Source links are provided for verification, not as guarantees of future schedules, prices, or safety. Reviewed 22–23
October 2026. Recheck the current official information before travel.

01. Government of Canada: travel advice, UAE

02. Dubai RTA: intercity eTicketing

03. Dubai RTA: public transport timetables

04. Dubai RTA: June 2026 holiday notice

05. Dubai RTA: March 2026 holiday notice, including E102

06. Dubai RTA: nol card choices

07. Dubai RTA: nol travel pass conditions

08. Abu Dhabi Mobility: Hafilat anonymous cards

09. Abu Dhabi Mobility: personalized cards

10. Abu Dhabi Mobility: Hafilat boarding instructions

11. Abu Dhabi Mobility: older card information

12. Abu Dhabi Mobility: recharge information

13. Abu Dhabi Mobility: route planner / Darbi

This free guide explains decision steps, not a confirmed ticket or a personal safety assessment. No product purchase is
required to use it.

https://travel.gc.ca/destinations/united-arab-emirates
https://www.rta.ae/wps/portal/rta/ae/home/promotion/intercity-e-ticketing
https://rta.ae/wps/portal/rta/ae/public-transport/timetable
https://www.rta.ae/wps/portal/rta/ae/home/news-and-media/all-news/NewsDetails/service-timings-during-hijri-new-year-1448-holiday
https://rta.ae/wps/portal/rta/ae/home/news-and-media/all-news/NewsDetails/announcement-of-customer-service-hours-during-the-eid-al-fitr-holiday-2026
https://rta.ae/wps/portal/rta/ae/public-transport/nol/choose-nol
https://www.rta.ae/wps/portal/rta/ae/public-transport/nol/nol-how
https://admobility.gov.ae/en/pb-bus-service/hafilat-cards
https://admobility.gov.ae/en/pb-bus-service/hafilat-personalized-card
https://admobility.gov.ae/en/pb-bus-service/hafilat-how-to-use
https://admobility.gov.ae/en/Hafilat
https://admobility.gov.ae/en/pb-bus-service/recharge-hafilat-cards
https://admobility.gov.ae/en/pb-bus-service/
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